The current issue contains a selection of articles originating from lectures given at the 15th conference of the IWGP, which took place at Wilhelmshaven, Germany, from May 31st to June 6th, 2010. The conference was held on occasion of the 75th birthday of Prof. Karl-Ernst Behre in 2010, who was among the founders of the work group in 1968 and a participant of the meetings since then (Fig. 1) . Furthermore Vegetation History and Archaeobotany, which was started by him, had its 20th anniversary this year. It has since become well established and leading in its field, comprising vegetation history as well as archaeobotany and related fields of palaeoecology. Therefore this issue is dedicated to him in recognition of his merits, not only for the work group, but for the whole field of vegetation history and also the journal for which he still plays a major role as Associate Editor.
Starting with the double issue vol. 5/1-2 of Vegetation History and Archaeobotany in 1996, this is now the 6th issue of this series (and part of the 20th anniversary volume). As at the previous meeting in Kraków in 2007, again more than 200 participants from 32 countries registered, giving evidence of the increasing importance of the work group in recent years (Fig. 2) . Traditionally the organiser(s) of the conference edit the proceedings, supported by the Associate Editors with expertise in archaeobotany to deal with the large number of submissions within a reasonable time. Involved were: Corrie C. Bakels have to thank our copy/language editors James Greig and John Daniell for their great work which is highly appreciated and an indispensable guarantee of a high standard beyond the scientific content. Thanks to the generous financial support to this extended issue by Tamara Welschot (Springer) and the Marschenrat zur Förderung der Forschung im Küstengebiet der Nordsee e.V., the page surplus and free copies for the participants could be financed.
About 85 oral and 90 poster contributions, a collection of which can be visited and downloaded at the IWGP homepage (http://www.archaeobotany.org/posters.php) were presented during the conference. For the current issue 32 papers have been submitted, of which 14 made it through the reviewing procedure. They are arranged thematically starting with five original contributions dealing with European early to late Neolithic sites and topics. These are followed by three articles mainly on Roman sites in southern France, Morocco and Arabia. Three papers present morphological studies to enhance identification of remains and the last original contribution shows experimental results to trace olive processing in the archaeobotanical record. The issue is completed by two review articles on changes in cereal cultivation during the Iron Age in Sweden and on Roman cremations in northern Italy.
